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Genealogy of Ghawth al A’zam  & Brief Account of his Ancestors & Relatives. 
Paternal Genealogy: Muhyuddin Abdul Quadir  bin Abu Salih Jangi Dost Musa  bin 
Abu Abdullah  bin Yahya az Zahid  bin Muhammad  bin Dawud  bin Musa  bin 
Abdullah  bin Musa al Jawn  bin Abdullah al Mahd  bin Imam Sayyiduna Hasan al 
Musanna bin Imam Sayyiduna Abu Muhammad al Hasan  bin Amir ul Mu’minin 
Sayyiduna Ali bin Abu Talib . 
Maternal Genealogy: Muhyuddin Abdul Quadir  bin Sayyidah Fatima  bint Sayyid 
Abdullah as Sawmai az Zahid al Husayni ..... 
The Maternal Grandfather of Ghawth al A’zam , Sayyid Abdullah as Sawmai was one 
of the great Awliya Allah of Jilan. He was bestowed with lofty Spiritual 
States (Ahwal) and charismatic Marvels (Karamah). He was among those few Awliya 
Allah whose Supplication (Dua) was always answered by Allah Almighty and when he 
used to be angry with some one, Allah Almighty was swift in exacting retaliation for 
him! Inspite of his physical weaknesses and advanced age, he used to perform 
numerous Voluntary (Nafil)prayers. He constantly practiced Remembrance of 
Allah (Zikr). He was noticeably humble, and patient in preserving his spiritual state, 
while paying careful attention to his moments of opportunity. He used to give 
information of things before it occurred and it would happen just as he had said! 
Among his Marvels, it is narrated that: “Some people of Jilan set out as traders in a 
caravan and were attacked by dacoits in the desert of Samarqand. One of them called 
out to Shaykh Abdullah as Sawmai  for Help and there he was amongst them! The 
Shaykh then uttered: ‘Subbuh Quddus’ (All Glorious, All Holy. The Names of Allah 
Almighty) is our Lord. By Allah! Be away from us, O you Horsemen! As a result of this 
Command of the Shaykh, the dacoits disappeared into the valleys and mountains! 
When the caravan returned to Jilan, they narrated it to the people who said: “By Allah! 
The Shaykh was never been away from here!” 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir’s paternal aunt, ‘A’isha Umm Muhammad bint Abdullah  is 



asked to pray for relief from the drought afflicting Jilan. 
We owe this next report to the two Shaykhs, Abul Abbas Ahmad  and Abu Salih al 
Mutbaqi , who said: “The land of Jilan was once suffering from drought, and its 
inhabitants offered a prayer for rain. They received no answer to their prayer, however, 
and obtained no relief from the drought, so they went to call upon the maternal aunt of 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir. She was a righteous woman, endowed with obvious 
charismatic Marvels (Karamat). Her personal name was ‘A’isha, and her 
surname (Kunya) was Umm Muhammad bint Abdullah. They asked her to offer a 
prayer for relief from drought (Istisqa’) on their behalf, so she went into the courtyard of 
her house, swept the ground, and said: ‘O my Lord, I have done the sweeping, so now it 
is Your turn to do the sprinkling!’ They did not have long to wait, before the sky poured 
forth rain like the mouths of waterskins. As they made their way back to their homes, 
the people found themselves wading through water. May Allah be well pleased with 
that lady!” 

Birth of Ghawth al A’zam 
 

Ghawth al A’zam  was born in 480 A.H/ 1078 C.E in Jilan, south of the Caspian Sea, 
present day Iran. His noble mother, Umm ul Khayr Sayyidah Fatima bint Sayyid 
Abdullah as Sawmai Husayni  used to say: “When I gave birth to my son, Abdul 
Quadir, he would not suck my breast during the day time of Ramadan.” 
She further said: “Once it happened that the new moon of Ramadan was hidden by 
clouds, so people came and asked me about him, and I told them: “He has not sipped a 
breast today.” It thus became obvious that the day was the first of Ramadan.” The word 
then spread throughout the town of Jilan, that a son had been born to the ‘Sayyids’, and 
that this was a child who refused to be suckled during the daytime in Ramadan. 
It was also reported that the mother of Ghawth al A’zam  had become pregnant with 
him when she was sixty years of age. And it is also said that no woman of sixty carries a 
child, unless she be a woman of ‘Quraysh’, and no woman of fifty carries a child, unless 
she be an Arab woman! 
 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir  bids his mother farewell, after promising to commit himself 

to truthfulness (Sidq). 
 

It was Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Qa’id al Awani  who said: “I was once in the company 
of my master, Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir, so I asked him a number of questions, one of 
them being: “Upon what foundation have you built this business of yours?” To this he 
replied: “On the basis of Truthfulness (Sidq).” I have never told a lie, not even when I 
was at the elementary school.” Then he went on to say: ‘While I was still a youngster in 
our home country (of Jilan), I went out to the rural area on the edge of town, on the Day 
of ‘Arafa, and I followed a cow as it was ploughing the fields. Another cow turned to 
me, and it said: “O Abdul Quadir! It is not for this that you have been created!” <i.e. for 
playing and leisure activities> I promptly ran back to our house, feeling utterly terrified, 
and climbed up onto the roof of the house. 



“From up there on the roof, I could actually see the people performing the Pilgrim rite 
of standing at ‘Arafat (thousands of miles away in Makkah).” So I went to find my mother, 
and I said to her: “Give me as a present to Allah, and grant me your permission to make 
the journey to Baghdad, where I shall strive to acquire knowledge, and where I shall 
visit the righteous.” Needless to say, she asked me to explain the reason for this request, 
so I told her my story. She burst into tears, then went and fetched eighty Dinars (Gold 
coins), which my father had left her as an inheritance. She set forty dinars aside for my 
brother, then stitched the other forty dinars inside the lining of my coat, and gave me 
permission to travel abroad. She also made me promise to commit myself to 
truthfulness (Sidq), in whatever circumstances and conditions I might find myself. 
When she stepped out of doors to bid me farewell, she said: “O my son, away you go, 
for I have detached myself from you for the sake of Allah, knowing that I shall not see 
this face of yours again, until the Day of Resurrection (Yawm al Qiyama).” 
 

How seasoned highway robbers were moved to repentance at the hands of Shaykh 
‘Abdul Quadir . 

 
Ghawth al A’zam  narrates how he travelled and what happened en-route to Baghdad 
as follows: “I travelled with a small caravan, bound for Baghdad. When we had reached 
the vicinity of Hamadan, and found ourselves in a stretch of rugged terrain, sixty men 
on horseback suddenly attacked us from an ambush, and seized the caravan. None of 
them took the slightest notice of me personally, until one of the brigands turned to me 
in passing, and said: “Hey there, poor beggar, what do you have with you?” So I told 
him: “Forty dinars” and he said: “Where are they?” I replied: “Stitched in the lining of 
my coat, underneath my armpit.” He assumed that I was testing his sense of humour, 
so he left me alone and moved elsewhere. Then a second brigand passed by me, and 
when he asked me the same question, exactly as the first had asked it, I repeated the 
answer I had given the first time, and so he also left me alone. Then the pair of them got 
together in the presence of their leader, and they told him what they had heard from 
me. The Leader of the Robbers said: “Bring him here to me” so they brought me to him. 
They were up on a hill, sharing out the goods they had robbed from the caravan. The 
Leader asked me: “What do you have with you?” So I said: “Forty dinars.” He then 
asked: “Where are they?” and I told him: “Stitched in the lining of my coat, underneath 
my armpit.” So he commandeered my coat, ripped the stitching apart, and discovered 
that it did indeed have forty dinars inside the lining. He wanted to know why I 
revealed it to him, so he asked: “Whatever prompted you to make this confession?” So I 
told him: “My mother made me promise to commit myself to Truthfulness (Sidq) and I 
would never betray my promise with her!” 
 
“As soon as he heard these words, the Leader of the Robbers began to weep, and he 
said through his tears: “You did not betray your mother’s covenant, whereas I, for so 
many years up to this present day, have been betraying the covenant of my Lord!” He 
thereupon repented at my hands, and his fellow brigands said to him: “You have been 



our leader in highway robbery, and now you shall be our leader in 
Repentance (Tawba).” So they all repented at my hands, and they restored to the 
caravan whatever items they had seized from the travellers. They were thus the very 
first of all those sinners who have by now repented at my hands!” 
 

His Islamic Education & Teachers 
 

Ghawth al A’zam  in the year 488 A.H/ 1095 C.E at the age of Eighteen set out to 
Baghdad from Jilan to study Islamic Sciences. At that time, the Caliph in Baghdad was 
al-Mustazhir Billah Abul Abbas Ahmad ibn al Muqtadi, the ‘Abbasid. 
It is authentically narrated that when Ghawth al A’zam  was about to enter Baghdad, he 
was stopped by the Prophet - Sayyiduna Khizr, who said: “I have no instruction to 
allow you to enter <Baghdad> for the next Seven years!” Therefore, Ghawth al 
A’zam  settled on the bank of the river Tigris for Seven years involved in intense 
worship of Allah Almighty and surviving only on the vegetables permissible to eat. A 
point came where his neck began to ting with the colour green! Then he got up one 
night and a heard a voice addressing him with the words: “O Abdul Quadir, enter 
Baghdad.” 
Ghawth al A’zam  then entered the city of Baghdad. The night was rainy and cold, so he 
approached the House (Zawiya) of Shaykh Hammad ibn Muslim ad-Dabbas , but the 
Shaykh said: “Lock the door of the House, and put out the light!” As a result Ghawth al 
A’zam  just sat down by the door and slept. After sometime when he awoke, he was in 
a state of major ritual impurity, so he performed a total Ablution (Ghusl). Then Allah 
Almighty again cast sleep upon him and again he lost his state of ritual purity. This 
same experience was repeated Seventeen times, and he performed complete 
Ablution (Ghusl) at each occurrence. Finally, at dawn, the door of the House was 
opened and Ghawth al A’zam stepped inside. 
Shaykh Hammad  came forward to welcome him, embraced him and gave him a hug. 
There were tears in his eyes as he said to him: “O my son, ‘Abdul Quadir, today it is my 
turn to be in charge here, but tomorrow it will be your turn. So, when you have taken 
charge, deal fairly with this old head of gray hair!” 
Thereafter, he began to stay at the house of the great Wali – Shaykh Hammad bin 
Muslim ad Dabbas  in Baghdad. 
 

As a young man newly arrived in Baghdad, Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir faces a hard 
struggle for bare survival. 

 
To quote the words of Shaykh Talha ibn Muzaffar al-’Althami : “Our Shaykh Abdul 
Quadir  once said: “I stayed in Baghdad for twenty days, but I could not find the means 
to sustain my survival. I could not find permissible food to eat, so I went out to the 
Great Porch of Chosroes (Iwan Kisra), searching for permissible subsistence. There I 
encountered seventy men from among the Awliya, all of them searching for the same 
thing. I said to myself: “It is not in keeping with chivalry (Muru’a), for me to compete 
with them.” I therefore returned to Baghdad, where I met a man whom I did not 



recognize, though he was an inhabitant of my own hometown. He gave me some 
clippings and filings of precious metal, and he told me: “Your mother sent these to you, 
with me as the carrier.” I paused long enough to take out a portion, and set it aside for 
myself, then I hurried off to the wasteland around the Great Porch, where I distributed 
the rest among those seventy! “What is this?” They asked, so I explained: “This just 
came to me as a present from my mother, and I did not see fit to keep it all for myself, 
instead of sharing it with you.” Then I went back to Baghdad, and used the portion I 
still had with me to buy some food. I invited the poor folk to join me, and we ate 
together.” 

 
His Teachers in Islamic Sciences 

 
Ghawth al A’zam knew that acquiring of Knowledge (Ilm) was obligatory religious 
duty (Fariza) on every Muslim. Because he understood this well, he sought out the 
leading Scholars of the Islam. After reading the Glorious Qur’an until he was 
thoroughly familiar with it, He embarked on the study of Islamic Jurisprudence (Fiqh). 
He studied Hanbali Jurisprudence (Fiqh) under Shaykh Abul Wafa Ali bin Uqayl 
Hanbali , Shaykh Abul Khattab Mahfuz al Kaludhani Hanbali , Shaykh Abul Hasan 
Muhammad bin Qadi Abu Ya’la Hanbali , Shaykh Qadi Abu Saeed Mubarak Hanbali . 
He mastered both the branches and the roots of the subject. 
He studied Hadith and its Sciences from a number of experts like Shaykh Abu Ghalib 
Muhammad bin al Hasan Baqilani , Shaykh Abu Saeed Muhammad bin Abdul Karim 
ibn Khashisha , Shaykh Abu Bakr Ahmad bin Muzaffar , Abu Ja’far bin Ahmad bin al 
Husayn al Qari as Siraj , etc. 
 
He studied Customary Good Manners (Adab) under Abu Zakariyya Yahya bin Ali 
Tabrizi . 
 
He took Spiritual Path (Tariqah or Suluk) from Shaykh Abul Khayr Hammad bin Muslim 
Dabbas , and acquired its complete comprehension and knowledge. From him he also 
received his basic training, and with his help he set out on the spiritual journey. 
Ghawth al A’zam  took to wearing the noble patched cloak (Khirqa), which he received 
from Shaykh Qadi Abu Saeed Mubarak Mukharrimi . Shaykh Mubarak 
Mukharrimi received it from Shaykh Abul Hasan Ali bin Muhammad Qurashi , and 
Shaykh Qurashihad acquired it from Abul Faraj Tarsusi , to whom it was handed down 
by Abul Fazl Abdul Wahid Tamimi , who had received it from the hand of his own 
Shaykh - Shaykh Abu Bakr Shibli . Shaykh Shibli had acquired it from Shaykh Abul 
Qasim Junayd Baghdadi and Shaykh Junayd had received it from his maternal uncle, 
Shaykh Siri as Saqati , upon whom the Khirqa was bestowed by Shaykh Ma’ruf Karkhi . 
Shaykh Karkhi had received it from Imam Dawud Ta’i , who had obtained it from 
Imam Habib Ajami . It had been given to Habib al-’Ajami  by Shaykh al-Hasan al-Basri , 
and al-Basri had received it from our patron, the Commander of the Believers (Amir al-
Mu’minin), ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, who had received it from the Chieftain of the Messengers, 



the Beloved of the Lord of All the Worlds, Muhammad . As for the Prophet 
Muhammad  himself, he had received it from Sayyiduna Jibrail, and Sayyiduna Jibrail 
had received it from the Lord of Truth - Allah Almighty. 
 
Someone asked my master, Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir  what he had received from the Lord 
of Truth, and he replied: “Knowledge (‘Ilm) and Good manners (Adab).” 
 
With regard to the patched cloak (Khirqa), its transmission is also traced by another 
route, going back to ‘Ali ibn Musa ar-Radi . In the case of the patched cloak, it should be 
explained, transmission is not verified by reference to an Isnad (Chain of Narrators), as 
required in the case of Prophetic Hadith. The only factor to be considered is the 
existence of Companionship (Suhba) between the Shaykhs concerned. 
 
Abu Sa’id al-Mukharrimi said: “‘Abdul Quadir al-Jili wore a patched cloak (Khirqa) that 
he received from me, and I wore a patched cloak that I received from him, so each of us 
obtained blessing by means of the other.” 
 
As related by that highly erudite scholar, Ibrahim ad-Dairi ash-Shafi’i , author of the 
compendium entitled “The Beautiful Garden” (Ar-Rawd az-Zahir), Shaykh ‘Abdul 
Quadir received his introduction to Tasawwuf from Shaykh Abu Ya’qub Yusuf ibn 
Ayyub ibn Yusuf ibn al-Husain ibn Wahra al-Hamadani az-Zahid (the Ascetic) , of 
whom we shall have more to say in due course. This was when he first arrived in 
Baghdad, and met a number of the eminent ascetics of the time. 
 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir  embarks on the Spiritual Path (Tariqa) & Glad tidings of His 

Excellent Future. 
 

An earlier Shaykh predicts that Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir will be one of the eight 
mainstays (Awtad) of ‘Iraq. 
It was Shaykh Muhammad ash-Shanbaki who said: “I once heard our Shaykh Abu Bakr 
ibn Hawara say: ‘The mainstays (Awtad) of ‘Iraq are eight in number, namely: (1) 
Ma’ruf al-Karkhi ; (2) Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal ; (3) Bishr al-Hafi ; (4) Mansur ibn 
‘Ammar ; (5) al-Junaid <al Baghdadi> ; (6) as-Sari <as Saqati> ; (7) Sahl ibn ‘Abdi’llah at-
Tustari ; and (8) Abdul Quadir al-Jilani .’ 
“‘When I asked him: “And who is ‘Abdul Quadir?” he replied: “A noble Ajami who 
will settle in Baghdad. His appearance on the scene will occur in the fifth century <of the 
Hijra>. He will be one of the champions of the Truth (Siddiqin), the mainstays (Awtad), 
the unique individuals (Afrad), the outstanding figures (A’yan) of this world, and the 
cardinal poles (Aqtab) of the age.’” 
  

The Prophet  comes riding through the air along with Musa, and confers a robe of 
honour upon Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir . 

Our master, Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir , once said: “I saw Allah’s Messenger  in Baghdad, 
while I was at the lectern. He was mounted on a riding beast, and Musa was riding by 



his side. ‘O Musa,’ he said, ‘Is there, in your community (Umma), any man such as this 
one here?’ The answer was ‘No!’ so he said to me: ‘O ‘Abdul Quadir, (did you hear 
that?)!’ He was airborne, so he embraced me, lifted me up, and conferred upon me a 
robe of honour that he had been wearing. He said: ‘This is the robe of honour that 
marks the rank of Cardinal Poleship (Qutbiyya) over the men of valour and the spiritual 
deputies (Ar-Rijal wal-Abdal).’ Then he spat in my mouth three times, before returning 
me to the pulpit. I thereupon intoned these verses of poetry: 
I shall sip that drink in every chapel and synagogue, and demonstrate my religion and 
my doctrine to the lovers. For the sake of its goblets, I shall beat the tambourine on the 
rooftop, in plain view, not hiding away in the corners." 
 

His Scholarly Status & Exploits in the field of Islamic Sciences 
Hundreds of saintly Shaykhs in distant countries regard Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir as 

their exemplary guide. 
 

‘Abdu’llah al-Jubba’i  once said: “Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir had a pupil called ‘Umar al-
Halawi. He left Baghdad and stayed away for several years. When he eventually 
returned to Baghdad, I said to him: ‘Where have you been all this time?’ He said: ‘I 
made the rounds of the cities and towns of Syria, Egypt, and the West (I think he also 
mentioned the cities and towns of Persia), and I met three hundred and sixty Shaykhs, all of 
them saints (Awliya’). There was not a single one amongst them who did not often say: 
“Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir is our own Shaykh, and our exemplary guide toward 
Allah (Exalted is He).” 

 
His Call for Guidance & Salvation 

 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir’s  answer to the question: “When did you first become aware 
that you were the Friend of Allah?” 
“Another question put to the Shaykh was this: ‘When did you first become aware that 
you were the saintly Friend (Wali) of Allah?’ To this he responded by saying: ‘I was just 
a ten-year-old boy at the time, still in our home country (of Jilan). I used to leave our 
house to go to the elementary school, and I could see the Angels walking along all 
around me. Then, when I arrived at the school, I heard the angels say: “Clear a space for 
the saintly Friend (Wali) of Allah, so that he can sit himself down!” One day, a man 
passed by us on the road, someone I did not recognize on that occasion, and I heard the 
angels saying something of that sort to him. The man asked one of them: “Who is this 
boy?” So one of them told him: “This is a member of the House of the Nobles,” and he 
said: “A role of tremendous importance lies in store for this young fellow. This is 
someone who will give and not withhold, who will enable and not raise obstacles, who 
will be close (to the Truth) and not prone to being cheated or deceived.” Not till forty 
years later did I finally recognize that man, and then I realized that he was one of the 
spiritual deputies (Abdal) of that historical time.’ 
 
 



“Ghawth al A’zam  also said: ‘I was a youngster in my family, and whenever I went 
outside, intending to play with the other boys in the neighbourhood, I would hear a 
voice telling me: “[Come] toward Me, O blessed one [ilayya ya mubarak] !” I would run 
away in a panic from that sound, and hurl myself into my mother’s lap. How should I 
not hear this now, in my moments of private retreat?’” 
 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir  meets al-Khidr, though without knowing who he is, and then 
spends several years amid the ancient ruins of ‘Iraq, intensely engaged in the struggle 
with his lower self (Nafs). 
 
It was Abu ‘s-Sa’ud al-Huraimi  who said: “I once heard our master, Shaykh ‘Abdul 
Quadir , say: 
 
“‘I stayed in the deserts and ruined areas of ‘Iraq for twenty-five years, as a solitary 
wanderer. I did not get to know my fellow creatures, and they did not get to know me. 
My only visitors were groups of the men belonging to invisible realm (Ghayb), as well as 
some of the Jinn. I used to show them the way to Allah. 
 
“‘I was also escorted by al-Khidr, when I entered ‘Iraq for the very first time, though I 
did not then know who he was, and he stipulated that I must never contradict him. 
When we reached a certain spot, he said to me: “Sit down and stay here,” so I sat down 
and stayed where he told me to stay, for three whole years. He would come to see me 
once each year, and he would tell me: “Stay here in your place, until I come to you 
again! “ “‘The charms of this world, its ornaments, and its desires kept coming to me, in 
all their shapes and forms, but Allah would always shield me from being influenced by 
their attraction. The devils (Shayatin) would also come to me in various disturbing 
guises, and they would engage me in combat, but Allah would always strengthen me 
against them. My own lower self (Nafs) would adopt a certain attitude toward me: at 
one time it would humbly beseech me to let it have what it wanted, then at another time 
it would engage in a fight with me, but Allah would always help me to keep it under 
control. I took my lower self sternly to task, and whenever a particular 
method (Tariq) of spiritual discipline proved effective for this purpose, at an early stage, 
I would embrace it, grasp it firmly with both my hands, and continue to apply it on a 
regular basis. 
 
“‘I stayed for a long period of time in the ruined areas of the big cities, taking my lower 
self sternly to task by applying the method(Tariq) of spiritual discipline. Thus I spent 
one year eating food from the dumps, without drinking any water, and one year 
drinking water. Then I spent a whole year drinking water, but without eating food from 
the dumps, and another year without eating, drinking, or sleeping. I did fall asleep 
once, in the Great Porch of Chosroes (Iwan Kisra), on a bitterly cold night. I experienced 
a seminal emission in my sleep, so I got up and went to the bank of the river, where I 
performed a major ritual ablution. In the course of that night, I experienced forty 
seminal emissions, and I performed the major ritual ablution forty times on the bank of 



the river. Then I climbed back up to the Porch, afraid of falling asleep yet again. I also 
stayed for two years in the ruins of al-Karkh (an ancient suburb of Baghdad), where my 
only source of nourishment was the papyrus plant (Bardi). At the beginning of each 
year, a man would come to me with a Jhubba made of wool.” 
 
“‘I entered into a thousand different states of being (Alf Fann), in order to obtain relief 
from this world of yours, and my condition could only be diagnosed as dumbness, 
craziness and insanity. I used to walk barefoot amid the thorns and other hazards. If 
anything scared me, I would venture straight into it. Never did my lower (Nafs) prevail 
upon me, in the effort to get what it wanted, nor did anything ever seduce me with its 
worldly charm.” 
 

Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir covers an enormous distance, quite unaware that he is 
running at high speed. 

 
Shaykh ‘Umar  said: “I once heard our master, Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir  say: “Spiritual 
states (Ahwal) used to come upon me unexpectedly, in the early stage of my wandering, 
so I would adapt to them, take possession of them, and disappear into them, away from 
my ordinary existence. I would run at high speed, though quite unaware that I was 
doing so, and then, when the unusual condition left me, I would find myself in a place 
far removed from the place where I had been at the outset.” 
“On one such occasion, the spiritual state (Hal) came upon me while I was in the ruined 
area of Baghdad. I ran for the space of an hour, quite unaware that I was running. When 
I recovered my normal consciousness, I found myself in the region of Shashtar, where 
the distance between me and Baghdad was that of a twelve-day journey. As I stood 
there, reflecting on my situation, a woman came up to me and said: “Does this really 
strike you as something surprising, when you are none other than Shaykh ‘Abdul 
Quadir?”’ 
 

Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir  passes by many attractive but overcrowded gates, until he 
finally enters the gate of poverty (Faqr) 

 
“‘I was therefore attracted to the gate of absolute Trust in the Lord (Tawakkal), through 
which I might enter to reach my goal. As soon as I came to that gate, I found a huge 
crowd milling around it, so I moved on past it. Then I was attracted to the gate of 
thankfulness (Shukr),through which I might enter to reach my goal. At this gate too, I 
encountered a huge crowd, so I moved on past it. I was then attracted to the gate of 
affluence (Ghina), through which I might enter to reach my goal. Here again, I 
encountered a huge crowd, so I moved on past it. I was then attracted to the gate of 
nearness (Qurb), through which I might enter to reach my goal. As before, I encountered 
a huge crowd, so I moved on past it. Then I was attracted to the gate of direct 
vision (Mushahada), through which I might enter to reach my goal. That gate was 
likewise surrounded by a huge crowd, so I moved on past it.” 
 



“‘I was next attracted to the gate of poverty (Faqr), and lo and behold, it was quite 
empty! When I entered inside it, I rediscovered everything that I had left behind. The 
greatest treasure was laid open to me there, and I came upon the mightiest splendour, 
wealth everlasting, and pure freedom. All relics of the past were obliterated, all 
previous attributes were annulled, and the second ecstasy(Wajd) arrived.” 
 

Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir  hears unseen speaker urging him to apply for a loan 
 

Shaykh Abu Muhammad al-Jubba’i  said: “Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir once told me: ‘I was 
sitting one day on a spot in the desert, going over my lessons in Islamic 
jurisprudence (Fiqh). I found it difficult to concentrate on my studies at that time, since I 
was suffering great hardship due to poverty. Suddenly, I heard someone speaking to 
me, though I could not see his physical form. He said: “You should borrow enough to 
help you in the study of jurisprudence,” or maybe he used the expression, “the pursuit 
of knowledge.” To this I responded by saying: “How can I expect to get a loan, when I 
am a pauper, and have no means of paying it back?” He then said: “You just do the 
borrowing, and we shall accept responsibility for settling the debt incurred.” I 
thereupon went to a man who sold groceries, and I said to him: “I must ask you to do 
business with me on the following terms: Whenever Allah makes things easy for me, I 
shall give you [what I owe you], and if I die, you will consider me clear of any obligation. 
Each day, you will give me one whole loaf of bread, as well as some garden 
cress (Rashad) in another half-loaf.” 
 
“‘As soon as he heard my proposal, the grocer burst into tears, and he said: “O my 
master, I am entirely at your disposal, whatever you may wish!” He insisted on treating 
me as if he was my servant, so I used to receive from him, each and every day, one 
whole loaf of bread and some garden cress in another half-loaf. I kept this up for a 
certain period of time, but a day came when I felt a pain in my breast, because of my 
inability to give him anything. At that point I heard myself told: “Go to such-and-such 
place, and whatever you happen to see there, lying on the pile of rubble, take it and 
hand it over to the grocer,” or the invisible speaker may have used the expression, 
“settle your debt with it.” When I went to that place as instructed, I noticed a big chunk 
of gold on the pile of rubble, so I picked it up and gave it to the grocer.’” 

 
In the course of delivering a public lecture, Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir  suddenly strides 

through the air. 
 

Al-Khattab , the personal servant of our master, Shaykh Muhyuddin Abdul 
Quadir  said: “One day, while the Shaykh was giving a talk to the people, he suddenly 
took several steps through the air, and he exclaimed: ‘O Israelite (ya Isra’ili), stop and 
listen to the speech of the Muhammadan (Muhammadi) !’ Then he returned to his place. 
When asked to explain what had happened, he said: ‘Abu ‘l-’Abbas al-Khidr  was up 
there, about to pass us by, so I stepped up toward him, and said to him what you heard 
me say, and he came to a halt.’ 



Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir  invites Shaykh Hammad ad-Dabbas  to read what is 
inscribed on the palm of his hand. 
 
Imam Shaykh Abu Najib as-Suhrawardi  said: “I was in the company of Shaykh 
Hammad ad-Dabbas in Baghdad, in the year 523 A.H. Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir was also 
in his company at that time, and he had a truly magnificent way of speaking. Shaykh 
Hammad said to him: ‘O ‘Abdul Quadir, you speak with remarkable confidence. Are 
you not afraid that Allah may deal with you craftily?’ Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir responded 
to this by placing the palm of his hand upon Shaykh Hammad’s breast, as he said to 
him: ‘Look with the eye of your heart at what is written on the palm of my hand!’ His 
attention turned inward for a moment, then Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir removed his hand 
from Shaykh Hammad’s breast. 
 
Shaykh Hammad  said: ‘I read on his palm that he has received seventy firm assurances 
from Allah, to the effect that He will never treat him craftily.’ Shaykh Hammad then 
went on to say: ‘There can be no problem after that! There can be no problem after that, 
for: 
Such is the bounty of Allah which He bestows on whom He will.  Allah is the Lord of 
infinite bounty.  (62:4) 

 
Propagation, Teaching & Judgeship 

 
Ghawth al A’zam  commenced the obligation of propagation and promotion of 
Shariyah and Tariqah through Sermons and Speeches in Shawwal 521 A.H/ 1127 C.E in 
the area known as ‘Halba Baraniya’, Baghdad. 
 
 

Founding of Madrasa Quadriya 
 
Shaykh Abu Saeed Mukhrimi  passed on his Madrasa under the care of Ghawth al 
A’zam  and its fame grew due to which the need for its expansion was felt. The 
expansion was completed in 528 A.H/1134 C.E and came to be known as ‘Madrasa 
Quadriya’ due to its affiliation with Ghawth al A’zam . 
In order to accommodate the ever-growing numbers in attendance at the Madrasa, 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir  was obliged to move his session (Majlis) from one site to 
another. 
 
Shaykh Abu Muhammad al-Jubba’i  said: “Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir once told me: “‘I 
used to utter commands and prohibitions, in my sleep as well as when I was awake. 
Speech would arise in me spontaneously, with overwhelming urgency, and it would 
exert a great pressure on my heart. If I did not speak out, I would almost choke to 
death, and I simply could not keep silent. Two or three men used to sit in my company, 
listening to my speech, then the word got around among the people, and my fellow 
creatures began to crowd around me.” 



“‘I used to sit in the place reserved for prayer (Musalla) by the Racetrack Gate (Bab al-
Halba), but then that space became too cramped to accommodate the throngs of people, 
so they removed the lectern, and installed it inside the sandy plots of land between the 
clay-lined pits used as baking ovens. The people used to come there in the night time, 
finding places for themselves by the light of candles and torches. Then, when that space 
also became too constricted to accommodate all the people, the lectern was transported 
to a place outside the city, where it was installed in the area set aside for prayer. The 
people would ride out there on horses, mules, donkeys and camels, then they would 
use their beasts as elevated couches, while they attended to whatever transpired in the 
session (Majlis). The number of those present at the session was usually in the region of 
seventy thousand.’  
  

Judgeship (Ifta) 
 

Ghawth al A’zam  actually belonged to Hanbali Madhab in ‘Fiqh’ but also used to give 
Legal Opinion (Fatwa) according to ‘Shafa’ Fiqh. This versatile scholarly acumen of 
Ghawth al A’zam  speaks much of his personality and knowledge in matters of 
Shariyah. 
 
Thus, Ghawth al A’zam  started delivering Sermons and Speeches in 521 A.H/ 1128 C.E 
and started teaching at ‘Madrasa al Quadriya’ in 528 A.H/ 1134 C.E and continued till 
his demise <i.e. 561 A.H/ 1166 C.E> totalling Forty years of Public Preaching and 
Thirty-three years of Teaching and Judgeship (Ifta). 

  
His Students & Successors 

 
Shaykh Abu Amr Uthman bin Marzuq Qarshi  of Egypt, Shaykh Abu Madyan , Shaykh 
Qadi Abu Ya’la Muhammad bin Fara’ - the author of ‘Al Ahkam us Sultaniya’, Shaykh 
Abu Muhammad Hassan al Farsi , Shaykh Abu Muhammad Abdullah bin Ahmad 
Nahvi , Shaykh Abul Izz Abdul Mugheeth bin Zuhr -the Hafiz of Iraq, the Shafai of his 
age- Shaykh Abu Amr Uthman bin Ismail bin Ibrahim Sa’di , Shaykh Abu Abdullah 
Muhammad bin Ibrahim , Shaykh Abu Muhammad Aslan bin Abdullah , Abu Saud 
Ahmad bin Abu Bakr al Hareemi al Attar , Shaykh Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Abi 
al Ma’ali , Shaykh Qadi ul Qada’ Abul Qasim Abdul Malik bin Isa al Mardini , the 
grand Mufti of Iraq- Shaykh Abu Bakr Abdullah bin Nasr Tamimi , Shaykh Abu 
Abdullah Abdul Ghani bin Abdul Wahid Maqdisi , The Chief of Believers in Hadith 
scholarship (Amir ul Mu’minin fil Hadith) & the author of ‘Al Mughni’ Shaykh Imam 
Muaffaquddin Abu Muhammad Abdullah bin Ahmad bin Qudama al Maqdisi , Shaykh 
Abul Hassan Ali bin Ibrahim al Yamani , Shaykh Abul Qasim Umar bin Masud Ma’ruf 
al Bazzar , Shaykh Abu Abdullah Muhammad Batahee of Baalbek , the explainer of 
‘Muttanabbi’- Shaykh Abul Baqa’ Abdullah bin Husayn al A’kbari al Basri , Shaykh 
Abu Muhammad Abdul Aziz bin Dalf Baghdadi , and the last Muhaddith to have heard 



from Ghwath al A’zam- Shaykh Abu Talib Abdul Latif al Harrani Ma’ruf Ibn Saqati , 
etc. 

 
His Exemplary Sermons & the Revival of Islam 

 
Ghawth al A’zam used to deliver sermons on three days in each week, the morning of 
Friday, the evening of Tuesday and the morning of Sunday. His son narrates as follows, 
Shaykh Abd ul Wahhab Jilani said: “My father (Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir) used to give 
lectures three times a week: twice at the schoolhouse (Madrasa)-early in the morning on 
Friday, and in the evening on Tuesday-and once in the guesthouse (Rabita), early in the 
morning on Sunday. His lectures were regularly attended by the religious 
scholars (Ulama), the jurists(Fuqaha) and the Shaykhs, as well as many others. His public 
speaking was maintained for a period of forty years, starting in the year 521 A.H, and 
ending in the year 56 A.H. As for the period during which he also engaged in academic 
teaching (Tadris) and the issuing of legal opinions (Fatwa), that lasted for thirty-three 
years, starting in the year 528 A.H, and ending in the year 561 A.H. “In the course of his 
regular public session (Majlis), some of the brethren used to perform Qur’anic 
recitation (Qira’t), in a plain and simple style, without the modulations of 
chanting (Alhan). Qur’anic recitation was also performed at his session by ash-Sharif 
Mas’ud al-Hashimi. 
 
“It was often the case that two or three men would die during his session. 
“Four hundred inkwells were used, by learned men and others, to write down what he 
was saying in his discourse. 
 
“He would often walk through the air, at some point during his session, taking several 
steps over the heads of his audience, then returning to the lectern. May Allah be well 
pleased with him!” 

 
Jews and Christians embrace Islam at the hand of Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir, in the 

course of his public sessions. 
A well known Christian Monk or Priest (Rahib) accepts Islam! 

 
It was Shaykh Umar al Kimani who said: “The public sessions (Majalis) of our master, 
Shaykh Abdul Quadir, were not devoid of Jews and Christians who came to embrace 
Islam; nor of repentant criminals, such as former highway robbers, murderers, and 
perpetrators of other forms of wickedness; nor of converts from some heretical doctrine. 
A Christian monk (Rahib) once came to him and accepted Islam at his hands, in the 
course of his public session. The Monk then turned to the people in the audience, and 
said: “I am a man from the people of Yemen. The seed of Islam became planted in my 
soul, and I developed a strong determination to declare myself a Muslim, but only at 
the hands of the person I considered the best of the people of Yemen. I sat on the 
ground, thinking this over. Then sleep overwhelmed me, and I saw a vision 



of <Sayyiduna> Isa, the son of <Sayyidah> Maryam, saying to me: “O Sinan, you must go 
to Baghdad, and embrace Islam at the hand of Shaykh Abdul Quadir, for he is the best 
of all the people on earth at this time!” 
 
“On another occasion, thirteen men from the Christian community came to him and 
embraced Islam at his hands, in the course of his discourse of exhortation. They said: 
‘We are from the community of Arab Christians. We wished to embrace Islam, but we 
hesitated for some time, wondering whom we should approach in order to declare 
ourselves Muslims at his hands. Then a mysterious voice (Hatif)called out to us. We 
could hear the speaker’s words, but we could not see his physical form. He was telling 
us: “O riders in the caravan bound for salvation! You must go to Baghdad, and embrace 
Islam at the hand of Shaykh Abdul Quadir, for the Faith (Iman) that will be lodged in 
your hearts, in his presence and through his blessed grace, will be unlike any that could 
be lodged in them, in the presence of any other person, at this historical time. May Allah 
be well pleased with him!” 
 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir misses the loneliness of the desert, but he admits that Allah 
Almighty has put him to good use. 
 
It was (Shaykh Abu Muhammad) al-Jubba’i who said: “Our master, Shaykh Abdul 
Quadir, once said to me: ‘I dearly wish that I could be in the deserts and wastelands 
again, as I was in those early days, so that I would not see my fellow creatures, and they 
would not see me!” Then he went on to say: “Allah must have intended to use me as a 
source of benefit for His creatures, since more than five thousand Jews and Christians 
have embraced Islam at my hand, and more than One Lakh vagabonds (Ayyarun) and 
armed gangsters(Masaliha) have repented at my hand, and this adds up to a great deal 
of good!” 

 
The Children of Ghawth al A’zam 

 
Ghawth al A’zam was blessed with many children by the grace of Allah Almighty. His 
son Sayyidi Abdur Razzakh narrates that his father had 27 sons and 22 daughters! The 
details of his children can be read in detail in ‘Qalaid ul Jawahir’. Some are being 
presented here. 
 
1.      Shaykh Abdul Wahhab: He was born in 522 A.H/1128 C.E and passed away in 593 
A.H/ 1197 C.E. He acquired knowledge under his father and later became a teacher in 
Ghawth al A’zam’s ‘Madrasa Quadria’. 
  
2.      Shaykh Isa: His year of birth is un known but he passed away in 573 A.H/ 1178 
C.E. He studied under his father and Shaykh Abul Hasan bin Zarma. He taught in 
Baghdad and later shifted his scholarly base to Egypt after the demise of his father. He 
used give lessons in Hadith and Fiqh and was an excellent orator. He authored the 



famous Tasawwuf book ‘Jawahir ul Asrar wa Lataif ul Anwar’ 
  
3. Shaykh Abu Bakr Abdul Aziz: He was born in 532 A.H/ 1138 C.E and passed away 
in 602 A.H/ 1205 C.E 
  
4. Shaykh Abdul Razzakh: He was born in 528 A.H/ 1134 C.E and passed away in 603 
A.H/ 1207 C.E. 
  
5. Shaykh Muhammad: He was a great Muhaddith and passed away in 600 A.H/ 1204 
C.E. 
  
6. Shaykh Abdullah: He was born in 508 A.H/ 1114-5 C.E and passed away in 589 
A.H/ 1193 C.E. 
  
7. Shaykh Yahya: He was born in 550 A.H/ 1155 C.E and passed away in 600 A.H/ 
1204 C.E. 
  
8. Shaykh Musa: He was born in 539 A.H/ 1144 C.E and passed away in 618/ 1221 C.E. 

  
The Demise of Ghawth al A’zam 

  
Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Yahya Tadifi mentions two different dates regarding Ghawth 
al A’zam’s demise. These are 8th Rabi ul Akhir 561 A.H /1166 C.E or 10th Rabi ul Akhir 
1166 C.E. Shaykh Abdul Haq Muhaddith Dahlavi quotes 9th Rabi ul Akhir from ‘Bahjat 
ul Asrar’ and writes: “In our Area (Indian Subcontinent), 11th Rabi ul Akhir is 
celebrated as ‘Urs e Quadri’. This date is prevalent among our Indian Mashaikh who 
are from the progeny of Ghawth al A’zam....” 
  
Ghawth al A’zam contributed 40 years of his blessed life for extensive Religious and 
Spiritual Revival of Islam transforming the hearts of millions of Muslims in matters of 
Aqayid and A’mal. His son Sayyidi Shaykh Abdul Wahhab Quadri led his funeral 
prayer in Baghdad and was buried in the premises of ‘Madrasa Quadriya’. 
  
Ghawth al A’zam’s ‘Urs’ is known as ‘Gyarvih Sharif’ in the Subcontinent. It is nothing 
but a gathering for his ‘Isal us Sawab’ which has been given a specific name. ‘Isal us 
Sawab’ is permissible as it is the Aqidah of Ahl us Sunnah wal Jamah that the deeds of 
living can be conveyed to the dead as it is proven by the acts of Shahaba in Authentic 
Hadiths and those who followed them until recent times. 

  
Karamah (Marvels) of Ghawth al A’zam 

  
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir thumbs through a book on philosophy, and it turns into a well-
known work on the Qur’an. 



  
We owe this report to Shaykh al-Muzaffar Mansur ibn al-Mubarak al-Wasiti, commonly 
known by the nickname al-Judada (Fruit of the Palm Tree). He said: “Once, while I was 
still a young man, I entered the presence of Shaykh Muhyi ‘d-Din ‘Abdul Quadir, 
together with a large group. I had with me a book that dealt with questions of abstract 
philosophy (Falsafa) and the speculative sciences of spirituality(Ulum ar-Ruhaniyyat). As 
soon as we entered his presence, the Shaykh spoke to me–to me personally, not to the 
group as a whole-and before he had examined the book, or asked me about its contents, 
he said: ‘That book of yours is a bad companion. You had better go and give it a 
thorough wash!” I reacted to this by deciding to leave his presence, drop the book into 
some receptacle or other, and then refrain from carrying it with me after that, for fear of 
offending the Shaykh. My lower self (Nafs) could not accept the idea of giving it a wash, 
because I had developed quite a fondness for it, and some of its theories and principles 
had stimulated my intellectual curiosity. I was about to get up and leave, intending to 
carry out this plan of action, but the Shaykh gave me such a stare, like someone 
regarding me with incredulous amazement, that I simply could not get up. 
  
“I felt trapped in a state of paralysis, but then he said to me: ‘Hand me that book of 
yours!’ So I opened it, and lo and behold, there was nothing inside it but blank paper, 
with not a single letter written on it! I gave it to the Shaykh, and he thumbed through its 
pages, then he said: ‘This is the Book of the Excellent Merits of the Qur’an (Kitab Fada’il 
al-Qur’an), by Ibn ad-Zaris Muhammad.’ When he handed it back to me, I saw that it 
was indeed the Book of the Excellent Merits of the Qur’an (Kitab Fada’il al-Qur’an), by 
Ibn ad-Zaris Muhammad, written in a most handsome calligraphic script! 
  
“The Shaykh then said to me: ‘Are you ready to turn in repentance from saying with 
your tongue what is not in your heart?’ I said: ‘Yes, O my master,’ so he told me to 
stand up. I obediently rose to my feet, and I had forgotten all about philosophy and the 
principles of spirituality! They had been totally erased from my inner being (Batin), as if 
they had never captured my interest.” 

  
A braggart benefits from Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir’s Intercession. 

  
Shaykh al-Muzaffar al-Judada also said: “I once saw Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir reclining on 
a cushion. While he was in that position, someone said to him: ‘So-and-so’-the speaker 
actually mentioned the name of a man who was quite famous, at that time, for 
charismatic talents (Karamat), worship in secluded retreats, pious abstinence, and acts of 
obedient service–’is reported as having said: “I have already surpassed the spiritual 
station of Jonah, the son of Amittai [Yunus ibn Mattai], the Prophet of Allah.”’ When the 
Shaykh heard this, an angry expression appeared on his face, then he sat upright, 
grasped the cushion with his hand, and tossed it in front of him. ‘That has given him a 
heart attack!’ he exclaimed. 
  



“Some of us got up at once, and rushed off to see how the man was. We found that he 
had suffered a fatal stroke at that moment, although he had previously been perfectly fit 
and well, with no kind of health problem whatsoever. Then I saw him again in a dream, 
and his condition was fine, so I said to him: ‘How has Allah treated you?’ To this he 
replied: ‘He has forgiven me, and I have obtained pardon from His Prophet Jonah, the 
son of Amittai [Yunus ibn Mattai], for what I said about him. It was my master, ‘Abdul 
Quadir, who acted as my intercessor (Shafi’) with Allah, and also with Jonah, the son of 
Amittai [Yunus ibn Mattai], and I have received much benefit through the blessed grace 
of the Shaykh.’” 

  
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir uses his staff to check the rising level of the River Tigris. 

  
The level of the River Tigris (ad-Dajla) kept rising for several years in succession, until it 
threatened to flood the city of Baghdad. The townspeople were thoroughly convinced 
that disaster was close at hand, so they came to Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir, appealing to 
him for help and seeking refuge with him. He responded by picking up his staff, and 
heading for the bank of the river, where he planted the staff at the water’s edge. “Up to 
this point, but no higher!” said he. The water-level diminished from that moment on. 
May Allah be well pleased with him! 

  
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir uses his staff to satisfy a pupil’s curiosity. 

  
It was ‘Abdu’llah adh-Dhayyal who said: “I was standing beside the schoolhouse of 
Shaykh Muhyuddin Abdul Quadir, one day in the year 560 A.H, when he emerged 
from his private apartment with a staff in his hand. It occurred to me that he might 
show me some charismatic power (Karamah) contained within this staff. ‘Watch this!’ he 
said to me, with a smile on his face. Then he planted it in the ground, and-lo and 
behold!-it turned into a light, gleaming ever brighter as it beamed toward the sky, and 
the whole atmosphere was soon aglow with it. There it remained for a fairly short space 
of time, then he picked it up, and it returned at once to its previous condition. He 
turned to me and said: ‘O Dhayyal, was that what you wanted to see?’ May Allah be 
well pleased with him!” 
  
There are more than 200 authentic Karamah (Marvels) attributed towards Ghawth al 
A'zam which are mentioned in numerous books! Some of them have been compiled 
here to maintain brevity of the book. Infact, the whole life of Ghawth al A'zam was 
Marvellous and sadly his numerous Karamahs cannot be fully mentioned here. 

  
The Extra ordinary Worship of Ghawth al A’zam 

Ghawth al A’zam tells how he used to spend his nights reciting the Qur’an, while 
standing on one leg. 

  
Ghawth al A’zam said while speaking from the lectern in Baghdad, in 558 A.H: “I spent 



fifteen long years in complete isolation, wandering in the deserts and wastelands of 
‘Iraq. Throughout forty years, I would perform the dawn prayer (Fajr) with the 
ablution(Wuzu’) of the night prayer (‘Isha’). Then, I would <after the Isha> recite the 
Quran from the opening Sura-standing on one leg, and with my hand in a socket 
knocked into the wall, for fear of falling asleep-until I came to the end of the Quran, 
around the approach of daybreak (Sahar)!” 
 
“One night, as I was climbing a steep flight of stairs, my lower self (Nafs) said to me: 
“Why not catch an hour’s sleep?” So I held myself erect, and came to a halt at the very 
spot where this had occurred to me. Then I balanced myself on one foot, and recited the 
entire Qur’an from start to finish, while still in this rather awkward situation!” 

  
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir tells how the Prophet taught ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib the basic 

lesson concerning the remembrance (Zikr) of Allah. 
  
"Sayyiduna Amir ul Mu'minin Ali ibn Abi Talib  once asked the Beloved Prophet : 
“Which of the methods (Turuq) is nearest to Allah, easiest for His servants, and most 
meritorious in His sight?” The Prophet  replied: “O ‘Ali, you must make it your 
constant practice to remember Allah in private moments and places.” ‘Ali then went on 
to say: “Can such be the merit of remembrance (Zikr), when all the people are 
remembering all the time [since they frequently exclaim ‘Allah!’]?” “This is no light matter, 
O ‘Ali,” said the Prophet , “for the Final Hour will not arise, so long as there is still 
someone, somewhere on the face of the earth, who is saying: ‘Allah, Allah!’” 
  
"This prompted ‘Ali to ask: “How should I practice remembrance?” So the Prophet  told 
him: “Listen to what I say three times, then you say it three times, while I do the 
listening.” Then he said: “La ilaha illa ‘llah [There is no god but Allah]”-three times, 
closing his eyes and raising his voice-while ‘Ali listened. Then ‘Ali said: “La ilaha illa 
‘llah (There is no god but Allah)”-three times, closing his eyes and raising his voice-while 
the Prophet listened in turn. 
  
“‘This is therefore the basic lesson concerning the remembrance of Allah, namely: the 
statement expressing the affirmation of Divine Oneness (Kalimat at-Tawhid). We beg 
Allah to enable us to perform it.’” 
  
“Our master, Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir once said: ‘If a person has not learned the noble 
remembrance (Zikr), which consists of the affirmation of Divine Oneness (Tawhid), from 
a Shaykh who is a qualified instructor (Murshid), connected by spiritual lineage to the 
Prophet, that person is unlikely to invoke it when the need for it arises, at the time 
when death is about to strike.’ This explains why the Shaykh would often recite the 
poetic verse: 
 
How sweet is the flavour of that repetition and reaffirmation! May it not desert me 



when this world bids me farewell! 
  

The Beloved Rasul Allah  & Ghawth al A’zam 
  
The Prophet  appears to Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir, and spits seven times into his mouth, 
then ‘Ali does likewise, but he spits only six times. 
(According to Shaykh Abu Muhammad al-Jubba’i): “Our teacher (Ustadh), Shaykh ‘Abdul 
Quadir also said: ‘I once saw Allah’s Messenger before the time of the midday 
prayer (Zuhr), and he said to me: “O my dear son, why do you not speak out?” So I 
replied: “O dear father, I am a non-Arab man. How can I speak fluently in the classical 
Arabic language of Baghdad?” He then told me: “Just open your mouth!” So I opened it 
wide, and he spat into it seven times. Then he told me: “You must speak to the people, 
and summon them to the way of your Lord, with wisdom and good counsel.” I then 
performed the midday prayer (Zuhr), and remained seated after it. Many people 
gathered in my company, but I was at a loss for words. 
  
“‘I was then that I caught sight of ‘Ali, and he said: “Open your mouth!” So I opened it 
wide, and he spat into it six times. “Why do you not complete the full seven spits?” I 
asked him, and he explained: “As a matter of good manners, in relation to the 
Messenger of Allah.” Then he vanished from my sight. I said to myself: “The diver of 
the mind dives deep into the ocean of the heart, to gather the pearls of those insights 
that can only be obtained by direct experience (Durar al-Ma’arif). Then, when he has 
brought them out onto the shore of the breast, a commercial agent (Simsar) summons 
the tongue’s translator (Tarjuman) to interpret their worth, and so they come to be 
traded for extremely precious and costly items. How excellent is worshipful obedience 
in houses which Allah has allowed to be constructed!”’ He also recited the poetic verse: 
  
For the like of Layla, a man could kill himself, and to him the bitter pills of death would 
taste delightfully sweet.” 
  
In some of the manuscript texts at my disposal, I have noticed that the Shaykh is quoted 
as saying: 
  
“In the depth of my innermost being (Sirr), I received the instruction: ‘O ‘Abdul Quadir, 
you must enter Baghdad and speak to the people there!’ I therefore entered Baghdad, 
where I saw the people in a condition that did not appeal to me at all, so I went back out 
from amongst them. Again I heard the call: ‘O ‘Abdul Quadir, you must enter the city 
and speak to the people there, for they will derive great benefit from your presence!’ 
This time I responded by saying: ‘What have I to do with the people? The integrity of 
my religion(Din) is what is really important to me.’ I was then told: ‘Go back there, and 
the integrity of your religion will be guaranteed.’ 
  
“I received seventy firm assurances from my Lord, to the effect that He would not 



subject me to cunning devices, and that no pupil(Murid) of mine would die, except in a 
state of repentance. I then returned to Baghdad, where I delivered speeches to the 
people. I saw lights ablaze, and they were moving toward me, so I said: ‘What spiritual 
state is this, and what is the story behind it?’ I was given the explanation: ‘Allah’s 
Messenger is coming toward you, for the purpose of congratulating you on that which 
Allah has bestowed upon you.’ Then the lights become more numerous and shone even 
brighter, and the spiritual state came upon me, so I staggered and swayed to and fro in 
a rapture of sheer delight. 
 

A somewhat different version of Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir’s meeting with the 
Prophet  and ‘Ali . 

  
“I caught sight of Allah’s Messenger , in front of the pulpit, up in the air. ‘O ‘Abdul 
Quadir!’ he said to me, so I took seven steps through the air, rejoicing in the presence of 
Allah’s Messenger. He spat seven times into my mouth, then ‘Ali  appeared to me after 
him, and spat into my mouth three times. When I asked ‘Ali : ‘Why did you not spit as 
many times as the Prophet?’ he explained: ‘As a matter of good manners in his 
company.’ Allah’s Messenger  then conferred upon me a robe of honour, so I said: 
‘What is this?’ and he told me: ‘This is the robe of honour marking your 
sainthood (Wilaya), and indicating specifically the status of Cardinality (Qutbiyya) in 
relation to the saints (Awliya’).’ My true role was thus disclosed to me, so I made it my 
business to speak to the people. 

  
Ghawth al A’zam & Shayatin 

Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir struggles with devil armies, with Iblis himself, and with his 
own lower self (Nafs). 

  
Shaykh ‘Uthman as-Sirafini said: “I once heard our master, Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir, say: 
  
“‘I used to sit in the ruined areas by night and by day, and I did not take a lodging in 
Baghdad. The devils used to come to me in ranks, in the guise of men bearing weapons 
of various kinds, and assuming the most alarming shapes and forms. They would 
engage me in combat, pelting me with fire. Yet even in the face of these terrifying 
assaults, I would find within my heart an inexpressible sense of reassurance. I would 
hear a voice saying, from somewhere deep inside: 
  
“Stand up and attack them, O ‘Abdul Quadir, for We have already reinforced your 
strength, and We have come to your support with Our invincible assistance!” Sure 
enough, as soon as I launched a resolute attack against them, they would flee away to 
right and left, returning to wherever they had come from. 
  
“‘Then a single devil (Shaytan) would come to me from amongst them, all by himself, 
and he would say to me: “Go away from here, or else I shall do this, and I shall do that.” 



He would warn me of many dreadful consequences, so I would slap him with my hand, 
and he would flee away from me. I would then say: “There is no might and no strength, 
except with Allah, the All-High, the All-Glorious [la hawla wa la quwwata illa bi’llahi ‘l-
’Alyyi ‘l-’Azim],” and he would be consumed by fire, as I watched him burn. 
 
“‘On one occasion, I was approached by figure whose appearance was utterly 
repugnant, and who had a disgusting stench about him. “I am Iblis,” said he, “and I 
have come to you in order to act as your servant, for you have thwarted all my efforts,
and you have thwarted all the efforts of my followers.” I said to him: “Go away, for I do 
not trust you.” At that very moment, a hand came down from above him and struck 
him on the skull, with such force that he plunged right into the ground. 
  
“‘Then he came to me a second time, holding in his hand a dart of fire, with which he 
attacked me. Just in the nick of time, a man wearing a veil rode up to me on a gray 
mare, and handed me a sword. Iblis immediately beat a quick retreat. 
  
“‘When I saw him a third time, he was sitting at some distance from me, shedding tears 
and heaping dust on his head, as he said: “I have totally despaired of you, O ‘Abdul 
Quadir!” I responded to this by telling him: “Be off with you, O accursed one, for I shall 
never cease to be on my guard against you!” He said: “This is far more agonizing than 
the grappling irons of the torment of Hell!” 
  
“‘I was then made witness to the disclosure of many snares, traps and illusions, so I 
said: “What are these?” and I was told: “These are the snares of this world, which Iblis 
sets to catch the likes of you.” So I chased him off with angry words, and he turned 
away in flight. 
  
“‘I devoted one whole year to addressing the problems posed by those snares and traps, 
until I had found solutions to them all. Then I was then made witness to the disclosure 
of many influences, affecting me from every direction, so I said: “What are these?” and I 
was told: “These are the influences exerted on you by your fellow creatures, and you 
are affected by them.” I therefore devoted another year to tackling the problems posed 
by those influences, until I had found solutions to them all, and achieved detachment 
from them. 
  
“‘Next, I was made witness to the disclosure of my own inner content (Batin), and I saw 
that my heart was dependent on many attachments. “What are these?” I enquired, and I 
was told: “These are your self-will (Irada) and your personal preferences (Ikhtiyarat).” I 
therefore devoted another year to tackling the problems posed by those factors, until I 
had found solutions to them all, and my heart was safely delivered from them. 
  
“‘Then I was made witness to yet another disclosure, this one concerning my lower 
self (Nafs). I could see that its sicknesses were still thriving, its passionate desire was 



still alive, and its devil was still rebellious, so I devoted another year to tackling that 
state of affairs. The sicknesses of my lower self were thereby cured, the passion died, 
the devil surrendered, and the whole affair became the business of Allah. I was left in a 
state of isolation, with all existence (Wujud) behind me, and I had not yet arrived at my 
goal. 

  
Shaykh Musa Jilani, the son of Ghawth al A’zam  narrates  how his father, outwitted 

a cunning devil. 
  
Shaykh Musa said: “I once heard my father say: “I went out into the desert, in the 
course of my wandering, and spent several days there without finding any water. My 
thirst grew very intense, but then a cloud cast its cooling shadow upon me, and from it 
there descended upon me something resembling moisture. With this I was able to 
quench my thirst. Then I saw a light, by which the whole horizon was made luminous. 
A mysterious figure suddenly appeared, and from it came the sound of a voice, calling: 
“O Abdul Quadir, I am your Lord, and I have made lawful to you things that are 
normally unlawful!” (Or the voice may have said: “...that which I have made unlawful to other 
people...”)  “I promptly exclaimed: “I take refuge with Allah from Satan the 
cursed (A’udhu bi’llahi mina ‘Sh-Shaytani ‘r Rajim). Be off with you, O accursed one!” 
That light immediately turned dark, and that mysterious figure became a puff of smoke. 
Then it spoke to me again, only this time it said: “O Abdul Quadir, you have given me 
the slip by means of your knowledge, the decree of your Lord, and your clever 
understanding of the states of your Spiritual stages (Ahwal). By playing some similar 
version of this trick, I have already succeeded in misleading seventy of the people of the 
Spiritual Path (Ahl at-Tariq).” I thereupon expressed my relief by saying: “To my Lord 
belongs all credit for the gracious favour and the blessing!” 
  
“When someone asked my father: “How could you tell that it was a Devil (Shaytan)?” 
He explained: “By the fact that it said: “I have made lawful to you things that are 
normally unlawful,” for I knew that Allah would not command immoral 
conduct (Fahsha)!”   
  
Shaykh Ibn Taymiyya Hanbali <the scholarly leader of present day Wahhabiyya/ Ahle 
Hadith> also mentions this incident in his ‘Majmu al Fatawa’ (1:172), Saudi Arabian 
edition. 

  
  

Ghawth al A’zam & the Affluent Kings 
  
Ghawth al A’zam’s conduct towards the Nobles & Kings as related by Shaykh 
Muhammad ibn al-Khadir, whose father once said: “I served my master, Shaykh Abdul 
Quadir, for thirteen years, and in all of that time I never saw him blow his nose, nor did 
I ever see him hawk and spit! Not a single fly ever settled upon him! He did not stand 



up for any of the high-and-mighty! He did not go knocking at the door of the holder of 
worldly power, and he neither sat on their carpets, nor ate any of their food, except on 
one occasion. He used to regard sitting on the mats of kings, and of their followers, as 
one of the punishments inflicted in advance <here in this world, before the Resurrection>! 
  
“When he heard that the king and the vizier and other dignitaries were coming to visit 
him, while he was holding a session, he would get up and slip into his private 
apartment. Then, when they had already taken their seats, the Shaykh would come back 
out from his private apartment. He thereby avoided having to stand up in their honour. 
He would use coarse language when speaking to them, and deliver his admonition to 
them in exaggerated terms, while they would kiss his hand, and sit in his presence with 
an affected air of modest humility and self-belittlement.” 
  
“When he engaged in correspondence with the Caliph, he would write to him: “Abdul 
Quadir commands you to do such-and-such. As you must surely know, his command is 
imperative upon you, and obedience to him is obligatory for you, since he is your 
exemplary guide, and a competent authority over you.” Then, having read his sheet of 
paper, the Caliph would kiss it, saying: “The Shaykh has told the truth!” 
  
Shaykh Abul Hasan the Jurist (al-Faqih) once said that the Chief Minister (Wazir), Ibn 
Hubaira, had told him: “The Caliph, al Muqtafi li Amri’llah Muhammad, voiced a 
complaint about Shaykh Abdul Quadir, saying: “He treats me with scornful disdain. 
Having mentioned me by name, he says to the palm tree at his guesthouse: “O palm 
tree, do not act unjustly, or I shall cut off your head!” He is definitely aiming this 
remark at me. You must go to him at once, and tell him, in a private situation: “It is 
absolutely improper for you to set yourself in opposition to the Leader (Imam), when 
you acknowledge the duty of service to the Caliphate!”’” 
  
“The Chief Minister continued: “I therefore went to see the Shaykh, and found a group 
of people congregated in his presence, so I sat and waited for an opportunity to speak 
with him in private. In the meantime, I listened to him talking, and I heard him say, in 
the course of his speech: “Yes, I shall cut off its head.” I realized that this remark was 
intended for me, so I got up and left.” 
  
“The Chief Minister went on to tell me: “I presented myself (to the Caliph) and related to 
him what had transpired.” The Chief Minister burst into tears, as he said: “There is no 
doubt about the righteousness of Shaykh Abdul Quadir!” Then he had himself 
transported to join his company, and he sat there in front of him, observing the best of 
good manners. The Shaykh admonished him, and kept on admonishing him, until he 
reduced him to tears, then he changed his tone and treated him with gentle kindness. 
May Allah be well pleased with him!” 

  
 



The Declaration of Ghawth al A’zam: “This Foot of Mine is upon the Neck of every 
Saint (Wali) of Allah!” 

Shaykh Hammad ad-Dabbas foresees the day when Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir will be 
commanded to say: “This foot of mine is upon the neck of every saint of Allah.” 

  
“[Abu Shuja’ goes on to say]: ‘Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir was in the company of Shaykh 
Hammad ad-Dabbas, so he came and sat in front of him, observing the best of good 
manners, until he stood up and took his leave. I heard Shaykh Hammad say, as soon as 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir had left: “This non-Arab ‘barbarian’ (Ajami) has a foot that will 
be raised, when the proper time comes, and placed upon the necks of the saints 
(Awliya) of that time. He will surely be commanded to say: ‘This foot of mine is upon 
the neck of every saint of Allah.’ He will surely say it, and the necks of all the saints of 
his age will surely be bent at his disposal.”’ 
  
“‘Shaykh Hammad ad-Dabbas had previously said, when Shaykh Shaykh ‘Abdul 
Quadir, who was still a young man at the time, was mentioned in his presence: ‘I saw 
two standards on his head, erected between the lowest bestiality and the highest 
Sovereignty(Malakut), and I heard the Imperial herald (Shawish) calling out to him loud 
and clear, on the highest horizon. May Allah be well pleased with him!’”  
  
Sultan al Ulama and Shaykh al-Islam, ‘Izz ad-Din ibn ‘Abd as-Salam said: “Of no one’s 
Marvels (Karamat) have we received so many reports-one after another in constant 
succession-as those we have received concerning the charismatic talents of the Sultan of 
the saints, Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir. It is clear that Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir was 
consciously alert, and that he meticulously observed the rules of the Sacred 
Law (Shariyah), while calling upon others to observe them, shunning any contravention 
of them, and engaging the people’s interest in them. He was equally meticulous in his 
dedication to worshipful service (Ibada) and the spiritual struggle (Mujahada). 
  
“What is even more remarkable, is that he managed to combine all this with active 
involvement in concerns, such as wives and children, that are usually too distracting to 
permit such total dedication. If someone is able to follow such a path, he must indeed 
be closer than others to perfection, especially since it reflects the character of (the 
Prophet), the Master of the Sacred Law (Sahib ash-Shariyah). 
  
“This explains why the Shaykh said: ‘This foot of mine is upon the neck of every saint of 
Allah’-because no one else in his generation is known to have matched him in 
combining these perfections. The purpose was to emphasize the tremendous 
importance of his business, and there can be no doubt that such aggrandizement was 
fully justified. ‘Allah guides whomever He will to a path that is straight.’” 
 
There are some who maintain: “The word ‘foot’ is used figuratively or 
metaphorically (Majazi) in this context, and should not be taken literally (Haqiqi), 



because this metaphorical sense is compatible with good manners, and makes its 
general application possible. The word ‘foot (Qadam) is often used as a synonym for 
‘path (Tariqa), as in an expression like: ‘So-and-so is on a praiseworthy foot (Qadam 
Hamid), that is to say, ‘a praiseworthy path (Tariqa Hamida) or, ‘a splendid performance 
of worshipful service’ or, ‘a beautiful mode of conduct,’ and so on. [In the case of the 
Shaykh’s pronouncement] it signifies that his path, his nearness (to the Lord), and his 
opening (to the bestowal of Divine grace) are at the highest level of any path, nearness and 
opening, and have reached the ultimate stage of development.   
  
It was Shaykh as-Salih Abu Muhammad Yusuf al-’Aqili who said: “I once made a 
journey to visit Shaykh ‘Adi ibn Musafir, and as soon as I arrived, he asked me: ‘Where 
have you come from?’ When I told him: ‘From Baghdad, from among the companions 
of Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir,’ he exclaimed: ‘Bravo, bravo! That ‘Abdul Quadir is the 
Cardinal Pole (Qutb) of the earth, to whom three hundred saints of Allah bowed their 
necks, as well as seven hundred invisible beings, some of them seated on the earth and 
some of them flying through the air-all at that one point in time, when he said: ‘This 
foot of mine is upon the neck of every saint of Allah.’ That made a profound impression 
on me. 
  
“Then, after some time had elapsed, I paid a visit to Shaykh Ahmad ar-Rifa’i. I 
mentioned to him what I had heard on that subject from Shaykh ‘Adi ibn Musafir, and 
he said: ‘Shaykh ‘Adi told you the truth.’” May Allah be well pleased with all the 
Shaykhs concerned.   

  
The Righteous among the Jinn are also said to have responded to Shaykh Abdul 

Quadir’s declaration. 
  
It was Shaykh Majid al-Kurdi who said: “When Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir uttered this 
pronouncement, there was not one single saint of Allah on the entire earth, at that 
moment in time, who did not bend his neck in humble recognition of him, and in 
acknowledgement of his special status. Nor was there one single circle, of all the circles 
of the righteous among the jinn, assembled at that moment in time, in which mention of 
it was not made. Delegations of those righteous jinn set forth to visit him, from all the 
horizons. Saluting him with the greeting of peace, and repenting at his hand, they 
gathered in a throng at his door.” Shaykh Matir is in agreement with Shaykh Majid al-
Kurdi concerning the validity of this report. 

  
More reports concerning Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir’s declaration, and how the saints 

responded to it, including those who were in distant lands at the time. 
  
Shaykh Khalifat al-Akbar told: “I once saw Allah’s Messenger  in a dream, so I said to 
him: ‘O Messenger of Allah, Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir has declared: “This foot of mine is 
upon the neck of every saint of Allah.”’ ‘Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir has spoken the truth,’ 



he told me, ‘and how could he not do so, when he is the Cardinal Pole (Qutb) and I keep 
him under my wing?’” 
  
A man came to visit Shaykh al-Qudwa Hayat ibn Qais al-Harrani on Friday, the third of 
Ramadan, in the year 599 A.H, in the congregational mosque (Jami’) of Harran. He 
asked the Shaykh to accept him as a committed disciple, but the Shaykh said to him: 
“You seem to bear the stamp of someone other than myself.” “Yes,” he replied, “I did 
invoke the name of Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir, but I did not receive a tattered 
robe (Khirqa) from him, nor from anyone else.” 
  
Shaykh Hayat then said: “We lived for a long time in the protective shade of the life of 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir, and we have drunk salubrious goblets from the fountains of his 
spiritual insight (Irfan). The breath of truthfulness emanated from him, and the rays of 
his light blazed on all the horizons. Those who experienced spiritual states (Ashab al-
Ahwal) were thereby enabled to glean secrets from him, in accordance with their levels 
of development. Then, when he received the commandment to declare: ‘This foot of 
mine is upon the neck of every saint of Allah,’ Allah provided all the saints with even 
more light in their hearts, with even more blessed grace in their stores of knowledge, 
and with even higher advancement in their spiritual states, through the blessed grace of 
their lowering of their heads. 
  
“Now he has passed on to Allah, attired in the splendid garb of his predecessors, 
among the Prophets (Nabiyyin), the champions of the Truth (Siddiqin), the 
martyrs (Shuhada) and the righteous (Salihin). May Allah be well pleased with them, 
each and every one!” 
  
Shaykh Lu’lu’ al-Armani used to speak while having to gasp for breath. He once said: 
“When Shaykh Abu ‘l-Khair ‘Ata’ al-Misri noticed the intense effort I was making, he 
said to himself: ‘To which of the Shaykhs is he affiliated to, I wonder?’ I knew what he 
was thinking, so I told him: ‘O ‘Ata’, my own Shaykh is Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir, the one 
who declared: “This foot of mine is upon the neck of every saint of Allah,” and to whom 
Three Hundred and Thirteen saints of Allah bowed their heads, on all the horizons of 
the earth. At that very moment, seventeen of them were at the two Noble 
Sanctuaries (Haramain), while Sixty were in ‘Iraq, Forty in Persia, Thirty in Syria, 
Twenty in Egypt, Twenty-seven in the Far West, Eleven in Ethiopia, Seven at the Dam 
of Gog and Magog [Sadd Juj wa Majuj], seven in the Valley of Sri Lanka (Wadi Sarandib), 
Forty-seven on Mount Qaf, and Twenty-four on the islands of the great encircling 
ocean! 
  
“‘More than one of them asserted that Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir did not utter this 
declaration without having received a command (from the Lord) to do so. Among those 
who made this assertion are: 
  



Shaykh ‘Adi ibn Musafir, Shaykh Abu Sa’id al-Qailawi, Shaykh ‘Ali ibn al-Hiti, Shaykh 
Ahmad ibn ar-Rifa’i, Shaykh Abul-Qasim al-Basri, Shaykh Hayat al-Harrani. “‘They 
also maintained that he was given permission to dismiss (from their position of 
sainthood) any of the saints (Awliya) who might find fault with him for making his 
declaration.’” 
  
According to another report, Shaykh Lu’lu’ al-Armani said: “I saw the saints in the East 
and the West, all bowing their heads in profound humility, with the solitary exception 
of a man in Persia. He did not do it, so his spiritual state evaporated and deserted him. 
Among those Shaykhs who did bend their necks at that moment, we should mention: 
Shaykh Ahmad ibn ar-Rifa’i, who stretched out his nape and exclaimed: ‘(That foot 
is) upon my neck!’ When someone asked him what he was doing, he explained: ‘Just 
now, in Baghdad, Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir has declared: “This foot of mine is upon the 
neck of every saint of Allah.”’ 
 
Shaykh Abu ‘n-Najib as-Suhrawardi, who tilted his head so low that it almost touched 
the ground, as he exclaimed: ‘(That foot is) upon my head!’ 
  
Shaykh Musa az-Zuwali, Shaykh Hayat al-Harrani, Shaykh Abu Muhammad ibn ‘Abd, 
Shaykh Abu ‘Umar wa ‘Uthman ibn Marzuq, Shaykh Abul-Karam, Shaykh Majid al-
Kurdi, Shaykh Suwaid an-Najjari, Shaykh Raslan ad-Dimashqi, who bent his neck in 
Damascus, and told his companions about what had happened. Then he said: ‘To Allah 
be attributed the excellence of one who drinks from the oceans of holiness (Quds), who 
sits on the carpet of intimate knowledge (Ma’rifa), and who witnesses the mystery of the 
magnification of Lordship (Rububiyya) and the glorification of Uniqueness (Wahdaniyya), 
so that his personal nature is annihilated in the beholding of Grandeur (Kibriya), and his 
personal existence becomes extinct in the direct experience of reverential awe. For upon 
him is conferred the garment of intimate friendship (Uns), and he ascends through the 
degrees of providence (Inaya), until he reaches the station of the permanent 
abode (Maqam al-Qarar), and is wafted to the spot made fragrant by the breezes of the 
Spirit of Eternity (Ruh al-Azaliyya). Then he utters words of wisdom from the sources of 
radiant lights, and, in the deepest folds of his innermost being (Sirr), he mingles with 
the hidden mysteries. He is in the state of present awareness as long as he is conscious, 
and in the state of consciousness even when his ordinary faculties are obliterated. He 
maintains an attitude of modesty, rejoices in well-mannered behaviour, and speaks 
with humility. He acts boldly when the need arises, and approaches every individual 
with specific care and attention. He receives his guests with respectful hospitality, for 
his Lord has endowed him with the most excellent greeting and salutation.’ When 
someone asked Shaykh Raslan: ‘Are there any in existence who match this description?’ 
he replied: ‘Yes indeed, and Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir is their leader!’ 
  
It is also reported that the contemporary Saint of Ghawth al A’zam, the Cardinal 
Pole (Qutb) of India, the Gift of Rasul Allah  to India(Ata ur Rasul), the Khwaja, the Arch 



Helper of Poor (Gharib Nawaz), Sayyid Moyinuddin Sanjeri Ajmeri also submitted 
himself to this Declaration of Ghawth al A’zam in Ajmer which has been authentically 
documented by numerous Biographers of ‘Gharib Nawaz’. 

  
Ghawth al A’zam on a Hanafi Wali Allah 

  
Shaykh Abu Taqi Muhammad ibn al Azhar as Sirafini said: “I spent one whole year 
asking Allah to let me see one of the ‘Men of the Unseen’ (Rijal ul Ghayb). Then, one 
night in my dream, I saw myself paying a visit to the tomb of Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal. 
I noticed a man beside the tomb, and it occurred to me that he might be one of the ‘Men 
of the Unseen’. I woke up at that point, and then I conceived the hope of seeing him 
again in my waking state, so I set out at once and went to the tomb of the 
Imam <Ahmad>. There I saw that very same man, the one I had seen in my dream! So I 
made haste to perform my visit, in order to catch him before he left. He did leave ahead 
of me, however, so I followed him until he reached the <river> Tigris. The two parts of 
the river rolled together for his convenient passing, until they were a step apart, so he 
stepped into the narrow passage and passed across to the other side! Uttering a solemn 
oath, I entreated him to pause and speak to me, so he stopped on his way, and I said to 
him: “What is your school of Islamic Jurisprudence (Madhhab)?” To this he replied: “I 
am a man of Pure Faith (Hanif), one who has surrendered <to Allah> (i.e. Muslim), and I 
am not one of those who attribute partners <to Allah> (Mushrikin).” It occurred to me, 
as I moved away, that he must belong to the Hanafi School of Islamic Jurisprudence. 
Then I said to myself: “Let me go and visit Shaykh Abdul Quadir and tell him about all 
that I have seen.” I went at once to his schoolhouse, and stood by his door. He did not 
open the door, but I heard him calling to me from inside his private apartment: “O 
Muhammad, nowhere on earth, from the East to the West in this day and age, is there 
any Wali of Allah who belongs to the Hanafi school of Jurisprudence except the one you 
have just met!” 

  
Ghawth al A’zam on his Muridin (Disciples) 

  
The blessed state of Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir’s pupils (Muridun), and of his pupils’ 

pupils, through seven stages of succession. 
  
“As for his Disciples (Muridin), they are too many to be counted. They are the blissfully 
happy ones in this world and the Hereafter. Not one of them will die without being in a 
state of repentance (Tawba). His pupils’ pupils, through seven stages of succession, will 
enter the Garden of Paradise.” 
  
Shaykh Ali al-Gharthani said: “Shaykh Abdul Quadir once told me: “I asked Malik, the 
custodian of the Hell: “Do you have any single one of my companions in your 
custody?” Malik said: “No, by Allah’s Might and Glory!” The Shaykh went on to say: 
“My hand over my Disciples is like the sky over the earth. If one of my pupils is not 



perfectly fine, whereas I am perfectly fine-by the Might and Glory of my Lord!-my feet 
will not move from standing in the presence of my Lord <Allah Almighty>, until He 
transports me, and all of you, to the Garden of Paradise!” 
  
“Shaykh Abdul Quadir was once asked: “What view would you take of a man who 
called himself a Quadiri, though without receiving instruction from you, and without 
wearing a tattered robe (Khirqa) conferred by you? Would he actually be counted as one 
of your companions?” To this the Shaykh replied: “If someone adopts my name (by 
calling himself a Quadri), or otherwise professes his affiliation to me, Allah will accept 
him, even if he happens to be on a reprehensible course, for he is a member of the group 
of my companions.” 

  
More reports concerning the blessed state of Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir’s (Disciples), and 

of his pupils’ pupils, through seven stages of succession. 
  
Shaykh Abu Sa’ud Abdullah, Muhammad al-Awani, and Umar al Barraz: 
  
“Our master Shaykh Abdul Quadir has guaranteed to his pupils, until the Day of 
Resurrection (Yawm al Qiyamah), that not a single one of them will die without being in 
a state of repentance. He has also given the assurance that his pupils, and his pupils’ 
pupils through seven stages of succession, will enter the Garden of Paradise. He said: “I 
am a surety for my Disciple’s Disciples (Muridin of My Muridin)through seven stages! If 
a defect became apparent in a pupil of mine in the West, while I was in the East, I 
would cause it to be concealed. We must make it our business to direct our endeavours, 
to the fullest possible extent, toward safeguarding the welfare of our companions. 
Fortunate indeed is he who has seen me, and how sorry I feel for him who has not seen 
me!” 
 
“May Allah be well pleased with him, and may He also be well pleased with us, 
because of him!” 
  
Shaykh ‘Ali al-Qurashi has told us: “Our master Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir once said: ‘I 
was handed a scroll (Sijill) that stretches as far as the eye can see, containing a list of the 
names of my companions and my pupils till the Day of Resurrection (Yawm al-
Qiyamah), and I was told: “They have all been granted to you.”’” 
  
Merciful relief from torment after death, for any Muslim who ever crossed the threshold 
of Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir’s schoolhouse door. 
  
“Ghawth al A’zam also said: ‘For any Muslim who steps across the threshold of my 
schoolhouse door, the torment of the Day of Resurrection (Yawm al-Qiyamah) will be 
alleviated.’ 
  



“A man from among the people of Baghdad once came and said to him: ‘O my master, 
my father is dead and gone, but I saw him last night in my dream, and he mentioned to 
me that he was suffering dreadful torment in his grave. “O my dear son,” he said to me, 
“you must go to Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir and ask him to offer a prayer of 
supplication (Dua) on my behalf.”’ On hearing this, the Shaykh said to the man: ‘Did 
your father ever cross the threshold of my schoolhouse door?’ The answer was yes, and 
nothing more was said. Then the man paid him a second visit, the very next day, and 
told him: ‘O my master, I saw my father again last night, but this time he was laughing 
merrily, and he was dressed in a fine green outfit. He said to me: “The agonizing 
torment has been lifted from me, through the blessed grace of Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir, 
and, as you can see, I now have a fine suit of clothes to wear! So, my son, you must 
make sure that you stay very close to him from now on.”’ 
  
“The Shaykh then said: ‘My Lord has promised me that He will alleviate the torment for 
everyone, from among the Muslims, who has ever stepped across the threshold of my 
schoolhouse door.’ 
  
“He was told that the shrieks and screams of a dead man could be heard from a grave, 
in the burial ground by the Portico Gate (Bab al-Azaj), so he said: ‘Did he ever wear a 
tattered robe (Khirqa), conferred on him by me?’ The answer was: ‘We do not know,’ so 
he went on to ask: ‘Did he ever attend my session (Majlis)?’ Again they said: ‘That we 
do not know,’ so he said: ‘Did he ever perform the ritual prayer behind me?’ Yet again, 
they told him: ‘We do not know,’ so he said: ‘The negligent is more deserving of loss!’ 
He bowed his head in silence for a while, for a sense of awe had alighted upon him, and 
a feeling of gravity had overwhelmed him. Then he raised his head, and declared: ‘The 
Angels have just told me: “ (That man in the grave) did once see your face, and he formed 
a good opinion of you, and Allah has bestowed His mercy upon him because of 
you” (or, “because of that”).’ No more shrieking and screaming was heard from him after 
that, through the blessed grace of the Shaykh.”  

  
The companions of Shaykh Hammad ad-Dabbas are puzzled by the droning sound 

he makes during the night, so they ask Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir to seek an explanation 
from him. 

  
It was Shaykh Abu Najib ‘Abd al-Qahir as-Suhrawardi who said: “A droning sound, 
like the droning of bees, could be heard every night, in the vicinity of Shaykh Hammad 
ad-Dabbas. His companions said to Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir, one day in the year 580 
A.H, when he was present in his company: ‘Ask him about that!’ So he asked him, and 
Shaykh Hammad told him: ‘I have twelve thousand pupils, and I mention them all by 
their names every night. I beg Allah to attend to the need of each and every one of 
them. If a pupil of mine is smitten so hard by a sin, that the appetite for it will not 
become exhausted, I ask Him to relent toward him, and to tolerate with compassion his 
persistence in that condition.’ 



“On hearing this, Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir said: ‘If Allah grants me a station of honour in 
His sight, I shall obtain from my Lord a covenant on behalf of my pupils, binding until 
the Day of Resurrection, to the effect that not one of them will die without being in a 
state of repentance, and that I must be a guarantor for them in that regard.’ Shaykh 
Hammad then said: ‘I bear witness that Allah will surely grant him that commitment, 
and that he will spread the shade of his noble dignity over them. May Allah be well 
pleased with them all.’” 

  
Bibliography of Ghawth al A’zam Books 

  
1. ‘Al Fath ur Rabbani wal Fayz ar Rahmani’: This is a collection of Sixty-two 
discourses or sermons of Ghawth al A’zam. 
  
2. ‘Al Ghunya ut Talibi Tariq al Haqq’ (Ghunyat ut Talibin): An excellent book on 
Islam starting with the Five pillars of Islam followed by the necessary commandments 
of Shariyah and lastly concludes on ‘Ihsan’ or articles of ‘Tasawwuf’. Two translations 
of it exist in the market, one by Shaykh Shams Siddiqui Bareilvi and second by Shaykh 
ul Hadith Allama Siddiq Hazarvi. Some scholars have doubted attribution of some 
passages of this book towards Ghawth al A’zam such as Imam Ibn Hajr Makki Shafai, 
Imam Shaykh Abdul Haqq Muhaddith Dahlavi, Shaykh Abdul Aziz Haravi and Imam 
al Huda Ahmad Raza Khan Quadri Bareilvi due to the presence of some flaws in 
matters of ‘Tajsim’ regarding Allah Almighty. Therefore, all matters which are in 
conformity with the ‘Doctrine’ (Aqayid) and Practices (A’mal) of the Majority (Jamhur) of 
Muslims i.e ‘Ahl us Sunnah wal Jamah’ represented by the great Imams such as Imam 
Abul Hasan Ashari Shafai’ and Imam Abu Mansur Muhammad bin Muhammad 
Matrudi Hanafi will be accepted.   
  
3. ‘Sirr ul Asrar wa Mazhar ul Anwar fi Mayaahtaj Ilayil Abrar: This is a collection of 
Seventy-eight discourses or sermons of Ghawth al A’zam. 
  
4. ‘Jala ul Khatir fil Batin wal Zahir’: This is a collection of Forty-five discourses or 
sermons of Ghawth al A’zam. 
  
5. “Al Fath ur Rabbani: This a collection of another Sixty-two discourses or sermons of 
Ghawth al A’zam. 
  
6. ‘Adab us Suluk wat Tawassul ila Manzil ul Muluk’: 
  
7. ‘Futuh ul Ghayb’: 
  
8. ‘Tuhfat ul Muttaqin wa Sabil ul Arifin’: 
  
9: ‘Hizb ur Rajaa’ wal Intiha’: 



  
10. ‘Ar Risalah al Ghawthiya’: 
  
11. ‘Al Fuyuzat ur Rabbaniya fil Awrad ul Quadriya’: 
  
12. ‘Al Kabirat ul Ahmar fi Salat ala Nabi’: 
  
13. ‘Maratib ul Wajud’: 
  
14. ‘Mairaj Lateef ul Ma’ani’: 
  
15. ‘Yawaqit ul Hikam’: 
  
16. ‘Bashair ul Khayrat’: 
  
17. ‘Malfuzat’: 
  
18. ‘Maktubat’: 
 

  
How the Great Scholars of Islam Praise Ghawth al A’zam 

  
Imam Muhyiddin an-Nawawi (631-676 A.H) wrote the following about Shaykh ‘Abdul 
Quadir Jilani in his book entitled "Bustan u’l ‘Arifin" (Garden of the Spiritual Masters): 
“In all that has reached us from trustworthy reporters, concerning the charismatic 
talents of the saints (Karamat al Awliya), we learn of none more numerous than the 
charismatic talents of the Cardinal Pole (Qutb), the Shaykh of Baghdad, Muhyi’d Din 
‘Abd al-Quadir al-Jili. 
  
He was the Shaykh of the principle Shafi’i and Hanbali authorities in Baghdad. 
Leadership in the sphere of knowledge devolved upon him in his day and age. More 
than a few of the notable figures received their education in his fellowship, and most of 
the preeminent Shaykhs of ‘Iraq became affiliated with him. His teaching was 
propagated by a host of those endowed with splendid spiritual states. His countless 
students included many of the masters of exalted spiritual stations. The Shaykhs and 
scholars were unanimous in declaring him worthy of the greatest honour and respect, 
in confirming his authority, in referrring to his statements, and in having recourse to his 
judgement….. 
 
He had an exalted way of speaking about the esoteric sciences (‘Ulum al Ma’arif). His 
anger was intense whenever the sanctuaries of Allah Almighty were violated. He was 
openhanded and magnanimous in the most beautiful way. To put it in a nutshell, there 
was none like him in his day and age." 
  



Once Shaykh Abu Madyan Shu’ayb al-Maghribi asked Hadrat Khidr about Shaykh 
‘Abdul Quadir Jilani which he replied: 
  
“He is the leader of the champions of truth, and the competent authority of those who 
know by direct experience. He is a breath of life in the sphere of direct knowledge, and 
his business is intimate converse between all the saints (Awliya)." 
The following is a very short excerpt of what Shaykh ‘Afif ud-Din al-Yafi’i al-Yamani 
had to say about Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir Jilani in his Ta’rikh (History). 
“He roamed inside the natures (Nufus) of human beings as freely as breaths roam in 
their breasts, and he made their hearts fragrant with the scent of gardens showered by 
rain. He cured their natures of their sicknesses, and cleared their minds of their 
illusions. No one who heard him failed to declare his commitment to repentance, or to 
make his eyelids sore from weeping. 
  
How many a sinner he brought back to Allah Almighty! How many a fainthearted 
weakling he reinvogorated! How many drunkards he rescued from the wine of passion! 
How many prisoners he released from the shackles of their lower selves (Nufus)! How 
many mainstays (Awtad) and spiritual deputies (Abdal) did Allah choose because of 
him! On how many men did Allah confer a spiritual station because of him! The 
thoroughbred steeds of spiritual talents never ceased to ride toward him. My Allah 
Almighty bestow His mercy upon him!” 
  
Shaykh al-Mu’ammar al-Jarrad once said: 
  
“These two eyes of mine have never set sight on anyone of better moral character, nor 
of broader inner feeling, nor of nobler personality nor of kinder heart, nor of greater 
loyalty and affection, than Shaykh ‘Abd al-Quadir. Without regard for the majesty of 
his stature, the exalted nature of his rank, and the vast extent of his knowledge, he 
would support the lowly and challenge the great. He would always be the first to offer 
the greeting of peace (Salam), and treat the poor with humble respect, though he would 
not stand up for any of the high and mighty and the notables, nor would he go 
knocking at the doors of any minister (Wazir) or ruler (Sultan).” 
  
Shaykh Baqa ibn Batu said that the tariqa (Spiritual Path) of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Quadir 
consists of “the unifications of word and deed, the unification of the self (Nafs) and the 
moment, the embracing of sincere devotion (Ikhlas) and submissive resignation (Taslim), 
harmonious compliance with the Book and the Sunna in every thought, every glance, 
every state, as well as steadfast constancy in relation to Allah Almighty.” 
  
Imam Hafiz Imaduddin Ibn Kathir described the admonitions of Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir 
Jilani in his Ta’rikh (History) entitled Al-Bidaya wa’n Nihaya, saying: “He enjoined the 
people to do what is good and abstain from what is evil. His admonitions addressed 
caliphs, ministers, people in authority, judges, companions and the masses. Standing on 



the pulpits of the mosques, he reprimanded them in the presence of witnesses as well as 
during his public addresses. He disavowed the civil appointment of any unjust person, 
chose Allah’s blessings over anyone else’s wrath, and was not affected by any 
reproach." 
  
Imam Shihabuddin ‘Umar ibn Muhammad as-Suhrawardi in his universally acclaimed 
classic "Awarif ul Ma’arif" (The gnosis of the gnostics) refers to Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir 
Jilani as “Our Shaykh” and quotes his advice. 

  
The Doctrine & Creed of Ghawth al A’zam 

  
Ghawth al A'zam's ‘Aqidah was that of the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jama’ah, based on the 
Qur’an, and the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. All the sufi saints and 
Mashayikh (Spiritual Masters) through centuries have expounded on and lived by this 
‘aqida, foremost among them being Imam ul A’zam Imam Abu Hanifa (80-150 A.H), 
Imam Abu’l Hasan al-Ash’ari (260-324 A.H, 874-935 C.E), and Imam Abu Mansur al-
Maturidi (passed away 332 A.H, 944 C.E), Shaykh ‘Abdul Quadir Jilani has explained it 
in "Al-Ghunya Li Talibi Tariqi’l Haqq" or "Ghunyat ut Talibin". 
  

The foundation of this Aqida is the belief that Allah Almighty is the only One worthy of 
worship and that Prophet Muhammad  is His Divinely Ordained Final Prophetic 
Messenger (Rasul). Its nurturing is with Asma u’l Husna and Mahabba (Love) of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad , his Pure Household and Blessed Companions. Its 
manifestation is the spontaneous pride felt in the achievements of the Khulafa ar-
Rashidun, that is, Sayyidina Abu Bakr as-Siddiq , Sayyidina ‘Umar bin Khattab al-Faruq 
, Sayyidina ‘Uthman bin Affan Dhun-Nurayn  and Sayyidina ‘Ali bin Abu Talib al-
Murtada . Its daily life is governed by Shariyah (Sacred Muslim law). Its spread is 
through Nasiha (Good Advice), zikr of Allah Almighty and Salawat and Salam on the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad . And its ultimate is Fana Fillah (Annihilation of oneself for the 
sake of, and in the love of Allah Almighty), after which Allah Almighty showers you with 
Baqa Billah(Spiritual Life everlasting) in His Rida (Pleasure). 

  

This biography of one of the greatest Wali of Islam - Ghawth al A'zam is extracted and 
compiled from 'Qalaid ul Jawahir' of Imam Ibn Yahya Tadifi, transalated by Muhtar Holland 
and the excellent Urdu biography of Ghawth al A'zam entitled 'Sirat Ghawth e A'zam' by 
Mufti Muhammad Ziyaullah Quadri Ashrafi  Siyal Kotlavi. 
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